CHAPTER   IV.

FURTHER  OPERATIONS ON  THE NORTH-EAST FRONTIER
CAMPAIGN  IN ASSAM.

IT has already been related that, on the commencement of the
rainy season of 1824, Colonel Eichards, with the force operat-
ing in Assam, fell back on Ganhati from the advanced positions
he had taken up on first driving back the Burmese forces. Im-
mediately on this retrograde movement, the enemy re-occupied
Kaliabar and Nowgong, plundering the whole country, and even
making incursions into Jaintia. It therefore became necessary to
expel the Burmans once more from these districts.

Colonel Richards still commanded at Gauhati, and his force
amounted to about 3,000 men, consisting of the 46th and 57th
Native Infantry, the Rangpur and Dinajpur local Battalions, and
the Champaran Light Infantry, with details of artillery and
a detachment of Irregular Horse. The numbers of his force and the
necessity of employing water transport prevented the advance of
the whole body at one time, and it was consequently decided to
start operations by detaching two parties to expel the enemy from
the advanced positions they had taken up. Accordingly, at the
end of October 1324, Major Waters, with a flotilla and part of the
Dinajpur Battalion, was directed to proceed to Rahachauki and
Nowgong; and the rest of the boats, with one wing of the Cham-
paran Light Infantry and four guns, under Major Cooper, proceeded
to Kaliabar. The latter arrived at his destination on the 29th
October, surprising and defeating a small body of Burmese on his
way. The former, after two or three minor successes, reached
Rahachauki a few days later.

On the morning of the 3rd November Major Waters, hearing
that the Burmese Governor of Assam was meditating retreat
from Nowgong, made a forced march to that place in order to
intercept him, but on arrival, he found that the enemy had
retired the day before and had got too long a start to leave any
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